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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

Rackpronnd and Orpapization of the MK Border Folice.

5. Up e Jamaery 1957, the. smallest unit of the Border Police {Grenzpolizei)
was the Bosder Cormsnd (Gremziemmendo), The eres patrclled hy cne command
srorirved to 10 to 20 kiloweters, and corevimes even to 3C ¥ilemeters. Im
Januesy 1952 so-crlled Rorder Wdishes {Grenzwacher) vere forned in order wo
shorten psitrol areas end iwprove horder cortrnie. AL the eame time, all
trpgetionery™ elemerts vere sogregated an¢ stetviouned &l certein peints.
Tae Porder Webtches were led evelusively hy Votvepolizei-Unterkorriseare,
who came Trom the Fain Adriristratics Tor Treining (Havotverwsltung Dy
Pusbildung) (HVA) of the flert "mit {Bereitschatten) Folice and who hed
1ittle or no exverience in horder peirol duty. FMost of the Mntertommisese
vere yvoung men of 19 to 21 years, and they were very nerd on thelr sub-
ordinetes, who were .ften 3C or more yesrs cld. Hopes that diceipline
would be irproved by ascipning yorng officsrs were not fulfilied. In the
ronths follewirg Jpnuery 1952 rany of the young officers had to b derobed
¢r transterred te cther po-is. Indesd; diselpline hecare so poor that
rore and rore rerbers of the Peorlats Poiice Tled to thre Westernm Zone,

Vhen a soldier did defect tc the West, his superior officer was held re-
gponsible and in ro-t cases tunichedy the muni shments were reprimend,
stpong rerrimand, surongect revrimand {Rfge), confinerent to auarters;
reduetion in renk, and exruleion, fs 2z reruli of the deterioration of
dizciptine, the Porder Watches were dissolved in Vey 1952, ond the swallest

Porder Guard wnit becere onee agein the Porder Comwand, It was thought
+hat The re-e-tahlistment of the border comrand ss the smallect unit end
the uitilizetion of “epitators® within each commend weuld dmrrove di-edriice

and make voerible a stricter control of mewrers of the Horder Guard,. The
vapitrtort group In eech comrdad Is coprosed of Touwr to five men vho are

wepbers of the cormend end who are elected orenly to their roritions. The
soiiticel end exlioral chief Turni-hes the "agitators” with the necegesry
tpaitetion material®,

25X1 2. | &t teast ceventy mercent of the rewbers of vhe Bordsy
Toilee ore Onpered To the pesent repims, The compand chiefe, -the politica
and pultapst shiefs. the SED oerty secretaries, pert of the youih seeret
apd Pesitotors§ and the noneom isviemed officers {Unterflhrer; are pereral
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ticaliy relimbie, The youth cocretaries are noneravy {abrepert 1ate)
foneries who cvenly gleetsd by the FDJ grours of the eres in r tha
3 staticned . Esch Pordsr Polies Comrand aleo hes its cwn SED FPexty

sven though there ere often only fwo or thrae memhers oF o whole

¢

o

comumnd who betong +n the SED,

Hintion of tuz

Moy 1942 the vhols Rorder Foliea wes rlered wnler the U
Mind ebr 1 Pecurity (S8DY, ranzon fer 25X1
thds chenge 1s to be fornd in the fact The Fenotions ~F the | snd vhe

Zorder Polles are einiiar: it is the duty of the 88 tu nrotect the DDR

roingn "Wolksfeinde" (enerier of the vecple). and 1t 1z %ke Aty of the

dorder Foliee to rrevent =shoteurs and foreige apesbe row ertering the DoW.

After ibe Border Feliee was riaced under the B0, weverel seoority reasure.

were dnstituted, sveh ns the use of cover names for Forder To'dos ingtellecions

ir telerhone corversaticong fsve helow), AL the s Lirs perters of the

Acrder Peliee recelivod s 18 rarcent iroreacs in vav; the Jally read ration

wes inerees.d from 110 o 115 grams and the deofly Zat rarien from 70 to 75
grams. Delly work hovrn were increased, hoosver, vov eish Yo twelve. A
a resuit of the Inepease In weork vewrs, less $ime wra ave o o e f3ddonl
instroetion.

The Border Police diatinguishes hetwesn ths fol Lowirg vras of sentirel duvy:

taticnary rieckets ‘Stavdrccteor). Thess are ve*isped st imvortent DO NTS,
uch £s orsssroads vear the erder They sre rosted from tiwe to time Cor
Ight to twelve hours at ore place and are exsccted o wabeh thelr. voey
and the ares 200 melers ercund it. Stericrser rickezs ave compored of

two men {Dorpsinostend, »

[¥2]

92

A |

e ratrelled in vairs. The distance
led arounts to A0 o 20 kileweters,

b. Patrols (Streifen}, The border is alwm
along the berder waich has tc he petrotl

2. Secrel sentinels (Gehedmposten). Seeres, rentine? duty is also a two-mex
Jjob. It is the 'cb of the Gehelmposten tc observe all traffic sl ong the
zonal border. Trey are not rermitted to taks rollee acti on; they marely
rerort their obseivations 4o their sommend shief. YMerhers of a commans
do  not know whers the Geheimpesten are =tat! ned.

d. Dbeeryation rentinels ’_Peo‘.::-nehttmgmme-t:»n} . hese ars gl=o required to
obrerye the bord:r srea In the West, bok they ars rermitied to errest
pergers who hawe neared thelr vist and to hand such per=ons over to the
firet patrol thew weet. They may lesve thedr cheervation peints only
for & very shor: length of time. Civilieng sre act supposed to know {re
lozation of these obrerveiinom points,

©. Hours sentinels {dsugposter). It is the task of the house sentinels tc¢
guerd the bulldirgs and members of +ha Lorder Palice as well as to guard
the supoiies of Peonle ‘s Police. '

in the Border Polic) grest emwphasis is placed on Sroction service" (Sektionae
dienst}, by vhien 1. we:nt that reports end observations on West and Zast
Cone arems are turm:d in by wembers of the Torder Police te their supericrs.
feverts on the astivide of the Beveriap (Wert Gernan) border police and
enstoms of ficials ar well as renters of the United Statee frmy are highly
valued. High Border Police offices are wort inteve -ted 4n ascertaining how
Vest German border vi'ice werbers are srred, in vhat etrength ard et exactly
what times they appet~, srd in which directisn they mareh or drive, It is
el of Interest te Lhe Border Police to Tind oud what ef'fect the eight of
Peorle's Police or Fuzelan soldiers has on West Gerran border roilice offictals.
Such obrovvations are handed over the the Alert Urit, whenee they were for.
warded with the "Samal FS.SSDY %o the crerationst steff of the Peonle 's
Police in Weimar and 7o the Maln Adrinictrstion frr Rorder Police in Berlin.

‘The following 1s the urganization of the Psenle’s Police in tha border area
&s of 17 July 1952:

a

EBroeladort (¥81/400 Cherlsdort
Herdnecsdorf (Ms1/350)
fFireshnits
Effelder (¥51/730)
dBnhach { 7'31/ 120)
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£ RIUIBIE L8 vemrand ( Komrando )

CGraTenthal (WS1/351) Spechtebrunn (M51/341)
Heuvenban (V51,720)
Probetzells (517782}
Prcbatzella Control Peint
{Kontrollpassierpunkt)
{The Lichterhsin (M51/J51)
allegedly be-n diesolved)

Tonravnd has

lichtentarme {M51/J61%)
Titschendorf (¥51/J450)
Freanersgrin (M51/J61)
Schlegei (N51/%77)

Tzchechenmihle

Alert Units, 811 of vliieh are wnder the Main Administration for Border Police
in Berlin, Heinrieh-Famn-Strasse 31, are located in the following tounse

Gefell {¥51/049)
Ellerich®

Meiningen {M51/482)
M¥tth1hensen {(¥52 /A%9}
Sonderchaussn - {¥52/D11)
EENRAEY )
Gardelegen {52 /Y44)
- Plaven {¥51/X12)

Cn the aversge, Alert Units are 900 to 1,000 men strong.
The land Office {Landeshehirde) of the Border Folice in Welmsr nas several
fpscial Comrands (Sorderkommandos) statiomed at Yey noints along the horder,
zllegedly Zor the purnose of meeting posasible atteck from the West, One
cuch command consisting of ehout 20 men is stationed between Mirschnitz and
Effelder. Its cover neme is "Storchennest”, The Lend Office in Weimsr glss
hag st 1ty disrosal several recrviting commissions, whose duty it is %o
rerrult wen for the Ferder Police,

The X8rceledorf Borde~ Alert Unit

The Border Alert Unit {Crenzbereitschaft) in KBrreledorf ie billeted in fous

viilas which are srranged in a
bosrd fenee abtout one and one h

nuadrangle,
alf weters high, '

The eccmplex is rurrounded by a

The following 48 a 1irt of the more imvortant persommel of the slest unit:

Chief (Lelter): Volksnrclized-Kommaadenr (fou) Greiner-HMai
Leyutys Kommandeur {fru) Stérker
¥elitica? Chief: Polizeirat (fnu) Holtschie
Chief of Personnel: Polizeimeistor (fm) V&lke
‘BDevuty Chief of Perromnel: Volkaepolizeimelster (fnu) Reuh
Chief of Adriniciresion /

{Geschaftszimmerleiter): Yolkepolizeimelster (fnu) Scherscimidt
Bepmty Chief of Adwinis

tration: Vol¥spolizei-Haupta, (o) Bulenstein
Chief, Criminal Divicions Oberkommi sses ’ (fau} Held
Deputy Chief, Criminal

Division: Volkepolizei-Konmri zear {fna) Sperlieh
Chief; Intendance

{intendantur): ‘Volksvoliged- Ko ssap {fim) Schinhe'id
Dsputy Chief, Intendances Volkepolizeirel«tar (fmu) Seuerhering
Chief of Finanes {Kasse): Volksrolizeimelster {fu] Stegler
Deputy Chief of Finence: Volkepolizeireister {fxm) Kirseh
"Sachbearbelter® for Prooure-

went {(Varpflegung) s Polizeimed ster {fm} Haberma:m
Dotuty "Sachbearbeiter®

Tor Progurement: Oberwachtmeicter {fma) Edelman:

W e STy ot e fre et Efya Heriag
Daruty Uhief, fnonas Yolverclized Dberwichbtesd ter {fm) Heldnleks
Chief, Telechone fx:hanpeh Velvepoliized-Untertomminssr {(fr) Niks
Deputy Chief, Televhone

Exchenge: Vollspelizel~Ohertmshtied ~ter (fm) Hermasn
Head of the Watch: Thriercarmmi gsen Cfvm) Mool
Aosisteant Head of thz Watch: Volksrolizei-Hauotw, {(fm) Rilger

{"he weteh c?ﬁﬁé%
huildines of the Kowrands
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Fhe wotor pool of the Aleri Unle hes four
anve, urd two Velvswegen), to vrd (Ifa) res gatr
revlit, ene 3 1/2 ton 81s truek (Rusrlan raks), 2nd one: 3-
o hos six or seven motoreycles, BMW 250 and 250 ecp.

T

“he tdlephone eiohs at the Alert Unit headquartsrs e In overs
nd uey. At 45 8 2710 lemp switchboerd with 50 extensions (A {
reietal end public calls, For lorg-distance cells, the People’s ITclice
oiffises has the following cover nsmess . .

B2

Berlin: Departmeni-Stsfi-Border {Abtellung-Stab-Crenze} - “Geblrge®

{hief Chefinspelkteur {fru) Zaiser
Deruty insvekteur Richard Swoiors

Velmer: Depertweni-Staff-Forder - "Weintreube!

insrector Chefinsve¥teur . . Erhardt B8nig
Detuty insvekieur o fma) vOp

Eoppelsdorfs  Alery Unit ~ "Konred®
e roborcinate ofYices also have cover namres:

Oberliing:  "Ohrdruf®

Gréfenthaly "Gera”

Tegohachenrithle: "Thea®
neketadt: "Beriin”

Vemhern of the Border Poliee identify themcelver over the phone hy numbers.
the nurbers sre copstantly chenped,

The Kbrpeisdorf Aleri Unit alsc hes onme tape teletype machine {(Streifen—
ferpachreiber) with a 1ipe to Welmar wia Somneierg and Erfurt. Thers sare
thyee types of mesceyges: routine {e4nfach), pricrity {(boschieurigt), and
fiarh (Bilitsfernschreiten), In every care, flsch mesrages were dirscted
over Welmar to the Main Admini-tration for the Border Police in Beriin whean
Yeople ‘s Pollee or horder inhahitents had deferted to the Western Zone.
These meseages were #lweys eigmed by Creinep-Mei, Stlrver, or Siegert.
Bussisn troop units are loecated in Kérpelsdorf, Saelfeld, and Jena; the
strengeh snd corvorition of the units ie not kaoun, .Ruesian scldiers ere
staticned on all rorde leading 4o the zonal border, about 500 meters from
the border. They sre srwed with mechine pistols and eonduct checks of all
people travelling tessrd the border. The Ruerian soldiers are in no veay
connecied with the Border Police, They are driven to and from their check
poinks In trucks ‘

A
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